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Box No. I Basis of the report 


International application No. 
PCT/AU2005/000118 


1 


, which is the language of 


With regard to the language, this report is based on: 
\X\ The international application in the language in which it was filed 

| | A translation of the international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I | international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

Q publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

Q international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55 3(a)) 

filed" and are not annJ^is^T " "* *° * ** ^ " 

I | the international application as originally filed/furnished ■ • 

|X | the description: 

pages 1, 4-9 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* 2, 3 received by this Authority on 3 May 2006 with the letter of 3 May 2006 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 


|X | the claims: 


the drawings: 


pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 

pages* 10-11 received by this Authority on 3 May 2006 with the letter of 3 May 2006 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 


pages 1-2 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| 1 the sequence listing (specify): 

I I an y table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

sequence listing (specify): 

l~l an y table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 


If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V 


International application No. 
PCT/AU2005/000118 


2. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ippncaDiuty, 


1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Inventive step (IS) 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 

1. 3, 7, 9 

YES 

Claims 

2, 4-6, 8 

NO 

Claims 

1, 3,9 

YES 

Claims 

2, 4-8 

NO 

Claims 

1-9 

YES 

Claims 


NO 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Citations 

Dl : US 2002/0008766 Al 
D2: JP 09-181977 
D3 : US 6144480 
D4 : US 4602291 

D5 : Patent Abstracts of Japan, JP 04-040763 
D6:EP 576104 

NOVELTY claims 2. 4-6. 8 

Claim 2: Each of D1-D6 teaches correcting for dark current of a CCD array, via subtraction of a stored dark 
current pattern ^(eg, paragraphs 104-1 09, 122-123, 129-131 and Figures 1,-2 and 4 of Dl; paragraphs 24-28, 38 
• and Figures 1-3 of D2; columns 3-5 of D3; columns 2-3 of D4; abstract of D5; columns 7-10 of D6), and hence 
teaches all features of independent claim 2. 

■ 

Claims 5, 6, 8: Each of D1-D6 teaches all additional features of these claims, and hence these claims also lack 
novelty. 

Claim 4: D2 teaches all additional features of this claim, and temperature-dependent correction in particular, and 
hence this claim also lacks novelty. 

INVENTIVE STEP claims 2. 4-8 
Claims 2, 4-6, 8: as above. 

Claim 7: Averaging over a plurality of dark signals is an obvious selection in the light each of D1-D4 for solvins 
the problem of removing noise fluctuations in the dark signals, and hence this claim lacks an inventive step 

Note that no obvious combination of the prior art teaches or suggests a database which stores the dark signal for 
each detector measured at a plurality of temperatures as per claims 1, 3 and 9. Note also that while columns 1-2 
of D3 refer to the possibility of storing a plurality of dark signals corresponding to different exposure times as 
per claim 1, this possibility is actually taught against (as requiring too much storage overhead), and a different 
solution is proposed in D3. Hence, claims 1, 3 and 9 are considered to be novel and inventive over the prior art. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The subject matter of the claims is applicable to CCD detector arrays. 
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